Bertrand Township Board
Regular Meeting
Thursday, December 14, 2017
Bertrand Township Hall
3835 Buffalo Rd., Buchanan, MI 49107
Supervisor Hicks called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Members Present: Hicks, Kuhn, Payton, Vite, Zelmer
Special Guests: Tim Fincham, representative for Pierce Broadband LLC, and Tim Stoepker,
attorney with Dickinson Wright PLLC.
Consent Agenda (see attachments)
Motion made by Zelmer supported by Kuhn to approve the Consent Agenda as amended:
• Delete #2 – Township Board Meeting Minutes from November 9, 2017 (approved at the
December 5 meeting).
• Township Special Board Meeting Minutes from December 5, 2017.
• Accounts Payable for the period 11/10 - 12/14 as presented:
Total General Fund Expenses
$20,366.74
Total Fire Dept. Fund Expenses
$12,757.19
Total WRT Fund Expenses $
103.04
Total Expenses $33,226.97
•

Treasurer’s Report reflecting account balances through November 30:
General Fund
Total Fire Dept. Fund
Total WRT Fund
Total Fund Current Assets

•
•
•

$1,381,021.92
$168,537.34
$2,442.68
$1,552,001.94

Resolution #171214A – Resolution to Adopt 2018 Schedule of Regular Township Board
Meetings
Resolution #171214B – Resolution to Adopt 2018 Schedule of Regular Township
Planning Commission Meetings
Resolution #171214C – Resolution to Adopt Holiday Schedule for 2018

Discussion: Treasurer Kuhn noted he received notice from the county of the five-year
delinquent properties. He also included the tax collection bond in the packet.
Roll call vote: Motion carried unanimously
Reports
Sheriff’s Department (see attachment)
Deputy Higgs, the south county night-shift deputy, delivered the report. Nothing extraordinary to
report.

Fire Department (see attachments)
Training Officer Tyler Knisely presented the December, 2017, monthly report. YTD fire calls
stands at 116. They have begun ice water rescue training. Chief purchased new gas monitors that
replaced 2005 models.
SMCAS (see attachment)
Southeast Berrien County Landfill Authority
None.
Sexton Report
A plot in Howe cemetery was sold.
Public Comments
Rhonda Hicks thanked those who donated and helped with today’s Christmas brunch.
Mr. Richard Kuntz asked for a report on the Bakertown junk yards cleanup. Supervisor Hicks
said there has been some movement on one property, another property nothing, and another a
citation was issued to the courthouse and returned for information unavailable to the Zoning
Administrator. The township attorney has clarified with the county courthouse this issue of
returning citations for additional information. Treasurer Kuhn also noted he had a phone
conversation with one of the landlords and sternly warned the landlord the township is nearly
finished with patience and action will be taken.
Unfinished Business
None.
New Business
1. Property rezoning recommendation from PC
{Clerk Vite removed himself from this discussion because of the personal impact and
abstained from voting. Deputy Clerk Redman took notes.}
The Planning Commission on a 5-0 vote recommended to the board to rezone the William
Vite parcel at 2610 Redbud Trail to Ag from R-2. Supervisor Hicks asked Tim Stoepker,
attorney representing the Vite’s concern, to present. He pointed out that under the current
Zoning Ordinance, the greenhouses on the property are lawful non-conforming and
inconsistent with the primary purpose of the property. This negatively impacts the ability of
Vites to rebuild the greenhouses in the event of fire or other disaster. Further, the R-2 zoning
specifically prohibits agricultural uses which is inconsistent with the primary purpose of the
Vite Property.
Motion made by Kuhn, supported by Zelmer to accept the recommendation of the planning
commission and rezone the Vite property at 2610 Redbud Trail to Ag from R-2.
Discussion: Kuhn noted he abstained from voting on this at the Planning Commission
meeting per recommendation of the township attorney as being a conflict of interest by
providing a double-vote on the issue.
Roll call vote: Ayes: Kuhn, Payton, Zelmer, Hicks
Nays: 0
Abstain: Vite

Passed 4-0

2. Resolution 171214D – Purchase of real estate at 1880 S. Redbud Trail.
This is the Hein property on the northwest corner of Redbud Trail and Buffalo Rd. The final
accepted price was $115,000 pending approval from the board.
Motion made by Vite, supported by Payton to approve Resolution 171214D Authorizing the
Purchase of Property and to Authorize Signatures of Township Officials on All Purchase and
Sale Documents.
Discussion: Zelmer felt the wording found in two places made the purchase price unclear.
Essentially, the document stated the price ($115,000) “, with an earnest money deposit of
$2,000”. The board agreed to change the word “with” to “including”. He also asked if legal
counsel reviewed the resolution and Supervisor Hicks confirmed they had.
Roll call vote: Motion carried unanimously
3. Authorization for Treasurer to Allocate Funds
Motion made by Hicks, supported by Zelmer to authorize Treasurer Kuhn to allocate funds
from the appropriate accounts to complete the transaction in Resolution 171214D.
Voice Vote: Motion carried unanimously
4. Insurance Proposals
Motion made by Vite, supported by Kuhn to accept the Ted Hartleb Agency’s Liability and
Protection Insurance proposal for calendar year 2018.
Discussion: The township is one of the original members of the PAR Plan going back many
years. Vite was contacted by Hartleb agent Jim Hnilo, formerly with the PAR Plan, and met
twice with him. Hnilo presented a very competitive product at a very competitive price,
saving the township upwards $3,700 annually. They have important features superior to the
PAR plan that Vite feels makes them worthy of the switch. After discussing the Worker’s
Comp Insurance proposal, Vite amended the motion as follows:
Amended Motion offered by Vite, supported by Kuhn to accept the Ted Hartleb Agency’s
Liability and Protection Insurance proposal and their Worker’s Comp proposal for Calendar
Year 2018.
Roll Call vote: Amended motion carried unanimously
5. 2018 Appointments
Motion made by Vite, supported by Zelmer to approve Rhonda Hicks’ re-appointment to the
Planning Commission for January, 2018, through December, 2020.
Roll Call vote: Ayes: 4; Nays: 0; Abstains – Hicks

Passed 4-0

Motion made by Hicks, supported by Vite to approve the appointments of Mark Wagner and
Laura Rohl to the Zoning Board of Appeals for the terms January, 2018, through December,
2020.
Roll Call vote: Motion carried unanimously

6. Old Pierce Fire Truck
Motion made by Hicks, supported by Vite to allow Chief Knisely to proceed with the sale of
the 1987 Pierce Pumper to the Berrien County Training Council for $3,000.
Discussion: Chief Knisely has advertised through various media and outlets since taking it
out of commission and has had no response.
Roll Call vote: Motion carried unanimously
7. Budget Workshop
The Township Board Budget workshop subject to the Open Meetings Act for the 2018/2019
budget will be Saturday, January 20 at 9 a.m.
Public Comments
Scott Wooster encouraged the board to be more aggressive toward Zoning enforcement.
Richard Kuntz also presented an anecdote concerning the former ZA and his successes in
Code Enforcement.
Board Member Comments
Treasurer Kuhn wished everyone Merry Christmas.
Supervisor Hicks thanked Ronni Redman for the nice Christmas decorations in the township
hall as well as continuous decorations throughout the year with other holidays and Merry
Christmas wishes to all.
Miscellaneous / Announcements / Schedule
• The next township board meeting will be Thursday, January 11, 2018, at 7:00 p.m.
Motion by Hicks, seconded by Kuhn to adjourn the meeting at 8:21 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Don Vite
Bertrand Township Clerk

December 16, 2017
Date

