Bertrand Township Board
Regular Meeting
Thursday, January 11, 2018
Bertrand Township Hall
3835 Buffalo Rd., Buchanan, MI 49107
Supervisor Hicks called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Members Present: Hicks, Kuhn, Payton, Vite, Zelmer
Special Guests: David Mann, candidate for District 78.
Consent Agenda (see attachments)
Motion made by Zelmer supported by Kuhn to approve the Consent Agenda as presented:
• Township Board Meeting Minutes from December 14, 2017.
• Accounts Payable for the period 12/15/17 - 01/11/18 as presented:
Total General Fund Expenses
Total Fire Dept. Fund Expenses
Total WRT Fund Expenses
Total Expenses
•

Treasurer’s Report reflecting account balances through November 30:
General Fund
Total Fire Dept. Fund
Total WRT Fund
Total Fund Current Assets

•
•
•

$138,959.32
$ 20,057.58
$
103.04
$159,120.65

$1,267,232.93
$ 183,595.59
$
2,502.14
$1,453,330.66

Resolution #180111A – Resolution Updating State Required Poverty Level Income
Standards for Property Tax Poverty Exemption Guidelines for Tax Year 2018
Resolution #180111B – Resolution Accepting Letters of Protest from Township
Residents for March 2018 Board of Review
Resolution #180111C – Resolution to Provide for Alternate Starting Dates for March
2018 Board of Review

Discussion: Treasurer Kuhn wondered if we have been billed for the audit; Clerk Vite said we
have not and will follow up. He also noted for Clerk Vite the FD P&L line 971- “Capital Outlay
Apparatus Repl” does not reflect the $15,000 deposited last summer. He duly noted QuickBooks
does show the funds deposited into the appropriate bank account. Also, wanted clarification
where the liability insurance just paid was assigned as the Township Hall and Community Hall
Insurance accounts didn’t reflect it. Clerk Vite assigned the payment to 851-Insurance and Bonds
and will reassign to the appropriate accounts.
Roll call vote: Motion carried unanimously

Reports
Sheriff’s Department (see attachment)
Deputy Crosby, the south county night-shift deputy, delivered the report. Nothing extraordinary
to report. He put an order in to have the speed sign setup on Bertrand Rd just before the big
snowfall. He will attempt to get it installed again shortly. He has witnessed the high speeds
motorists go on Bertrand and has written several tickets.
Fire Department (see attachments)
Chief Knisely presented the January 2018, monthly report. A new record was set in 2017 with
124 fire calls. He noted that on Jan 20th, Animal Control will hold a shot clinic at Station #1 from
10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
SMCAS
Chief Knisely gave a brief presentation with nothing extraordinary to report.
Southeast Berrien County Landfill Authority
Zelmer gave an oral report as follows:
• The annual audit came back favorable
• They continue to haul leachate water
• SBR is hauling machinery as weather permits
• Zelmer has been subpoenaed to testify in a preliminary hearing
Sexton Report
None.
Planning Commission
Kuhn said the Zoning Ordinance Review and Update has been completed and will be submitted
for public comments next month. They have also begun the process of reviewing the Master
Plan.
Public Comments
Scott Wooster wanted to publicly thank the Road Commission for a great job keeping the roads
clear and mailboxes intact during this last snowfall period.
Unfinished Business
1. MAI SLU Application
Motion made by Kuhn, seconded by Zelmer to approve the renewal of each of Michiana
Aggregate, Inc.’s three SLUs for a five-year term, each expiring in December, 2022.
Discussion: These SLUs are grandfathered in a 1990’s court ruling and governed by the
zoning ordinance in effect at the time their SUP was granted. Any future changes will nullify
these SLUs and they would then be subject to the current zoning ordinance.
Roll Call Vote: Motion carried unanimously
Ayes: Hicks, Kuhn, Payton, Vite
Nayes: None
Abstain: Zelmer

Passed: 4-0

New Business
1. Ordinance Codification Service
Motion made by Vite, supported by Payton to accept the proposal of Municode to codify
Bertrand Township’s ordinances for $10,450.
Discussion: Vite noted the proposal indicates the payments may be spread out over two
budget cycles.
Roll call vote: Motion passed unanimously
2. Community Rental Fee/Contract
Motion made by Zelmer, supported by Vite to approve the new revised Community Hall
Rental agreement effective immediately.
Discussion: Rental rates will be as follows:
• Resident: $100 deposit + $100 rent
• Non-Resident: $200 deposit + $350 rent
Further conversation revolved around the need to identify an administrator/custodian
responsible for implementing and enforcing the contracts and cleaning between rentals. Kuhn
reminded the board of the need to be good stewards of the building and decisions we put into
remodeling it as the amount of money we’re putting into it will not be possible to fully
recoup from renting it.
Roll call vote: Motion carried unanimously
3. Farm Land for Rent Bids
Motion made by Zelmer, supported by Payton to open for sealed bids the farmland for rent at
1880 Redbud Trail and to direct Clerk Vite to publish and post at the township hall and
online the criteria for submitting sealed bids.
Voice Vote: Motion carried unanimously
4. Township Gutter Proposal
Motion made by Vite, supported by Kuhn to accept the KBE, Inc. proposal A1810-01 to
install gutters on the south edge of the township hall roof for a total $3,850.
Discussion: Supervisor has talked to a number of roofing/gutter contractors who didn’t have
a simple, relatively inexpensive solution to the ribbed roofing on the township hall. KBE was
the first company he’s approached that has a solution.
Roll Call vote: Ayes: Hicks, Kuhn, Payton, Vite
Abstain: Zelmer

Nayes: None
Passed: 4-0

Public Comments
Scott Wooster wondered if a “No Trucks” sign could be installed on the northbound lane of
Mayflower Rd as St. Joe County just installed one on the southbound lane where Mayflower
enters Indiana. Supervisor Hicks will ask next week when he meets the Road Commission.

Jody Sebasty appreciates the work done on the Community Building and hopes rent can be
kept affordable for residents.
David Mann introduced himself as a candidate running for District 78 Representative.
Board Member Comments
None
Miscellaneous / Announcements / Schedule
• Budget Workshop on January 20, 2018, at 9 a.m.
• The next township board meeting will be Thursday, February 8, 2018, at 7:00 p.m.
Motion by Hicks to adjourn the meeting at 8:42 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Don Vite
Bertrand Township Clerk

January 11, 2018
Date

