MINUTES

BERTRAND TOWNSHIP BOARD
3835 Buffalo Road, Buchanan, MI
Special Board Meeting
April 28, 2014

The Purpose of this special meeting: To make decisions regarding a private road and the Enbridge
Stewardship grant.
1. CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND INVOCATION
At 7:00 p.m. the meeting was called to order by Supervisor Hicks. All stood, the Invocation was given by Marty
Couture and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
Members Present:
Others Present:

Couture, Hicks, Lano, Pastryk
Absent: Zelmer
Mr. Dominick Saratore, Mr. David Huxtable of Danch, Harner & Associates Inc., Mr. Joe
Sobieralski Director of SMEGA, Zoning Administrator Joe Kring and four guests.

2. CONSENT CALENDAR:
·
Approval of agenda
·
Approval of minutes from April 10, 2014
Motion was made by Lano seconded by Hicks to approve the consent calendar as presented. Debate ensued over the
content and wording in the proposed minutes from the regular board meeting held on April 10, 2014.
Roll call vote:
Yes: Lano
No: Hicks, Kuhn, Pastryk
Motion failed 3 to 1
Hicks proceeded to move on to the next item on the agenda and Lano made a point of order that since the consent
calendar was not approved, there was no agenda. Hicks explained that no agenda was needed. He went on to
recognize the next matter of business to be the decisions regarding a private road.
3. NEW BUSINESS:
·
Discussion on private road
Property owner Mr. Dominick Sarotore, Mr. David Huxtable of Danch, Harner & Associates Inc. and Mr. Joe
Sobieralski of SMEGA were in attendance in regards to the application submitted to the township for a private road.
Supporting documentation of this application was provided to each of the board members. Mr. David Huxtable
offered information and answered questions concerning this project. In the course of this discussion, Mr. Kring, Mr.
Saratore and Mr. Sobieralski also made comments.
Motion was made by Lano seconded by Pastryk to approve the application for the private road subject to obtaining
all of the other necessary approvals and upon receipt of an initial escrow amount of $1,000 to be received from the
applicant. Roll call vote: Yes: Hicks, Kuhn, Lano, Pastryk
Motion carried unanimously
At this point, Mr. Saratore, Mr. Huxtable and Mr. Sobieralski expressed their thanks and left the meeting.
Hicks went on to address the matter of the Enbridge Stewardship grant.
·
Enbridge Stewardship grant
Hicks made reference to the memo dated April 26, 2014 that he distributed to the board members. He pointed out
that as it was stated in his memo, there are four people in addition to him who already met on April 14th, to discuss
and plan an “awe-inspiring roadside park”. Six other people have also expressed interest in serving on the advisory
committee for the Enbridge Environmental Stewardship Grant Project. Hicks explained that the board needed to
decide what authority to give to the committee.
Along with the memo, Hicks presented a three page Request for Proposal titled “Sustainable Landscaping Design and
Service. This RFP is to seek a proposal for sustainable landscaping design and services on municipal property. Three
locations of township owned property are listed in this RFP. The locations are; the “Bertrand Township Roadside
Park” which is the southwest corner of Redbud Trail and Buffalo Road. Specifically the approximate 160’ by 120’ lawn
area around the pavilion; the area in front of the Community Building around the sign and the area around the sign at
the township hall property across the street.
Motion was made by Hicks seconded by Pastryk to authorize the formation of an advisory committee for the
Enbridge Environmental Stewardship Grant project.
Motion carried unanimously
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4. PUBLIC COMMENTS: Please limit comments to 3 minutes
Marty Couture spoke and when reminded by Rhonda Hicks, asked that his comments be on the record. He stated
that he was surprised after how the Lecklider situation was dealt with that the board would jump ahead and not do
things more by the book. Secondly, he cautioned the board about votes that are “subject to”. He expressed his
opinion that approving something with so many subject tos was relegating the actual final decision before you even
have all the things you need to make the final decision.
5. ADJOURNMENT:
Hearing no other comments the supervisor adjourned the meeting at 8:10 pm.
Respectfully Submitted,
Jane Lano
Bertrand Township Clerk

dated
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