Bertrand Township Board
Regular Meeting
And
General Fund Budget Hearing (7:15 p.m.)
And
Fire Assessment District Budget Hearing (7:45 p.m.)
Thursday, February 14, 2019
Bertrand Township Hall
3835 Buffalo Rd., Buchanan, MI 49107
Supervisor Hicks called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Members Present: Hicks, Kuhn, Payton, Vite, Zelmer\
Members Absent: None
Special Guests: Mark Wagner, Planning Commission Chairman
Consent Agenda (see attachments)
Motion made by Zelmer seconded by Vite to approve as amended:
• Add to New Business Item #3 – Master Plan Update Resolution #190214A
• Township Board Meeting Minutes from January 10, 2019
• Township Budget Workshop Minutes from February 2, 2019
• Accounts Payable for the period 01/11/19-02/14/19 as presented:
Total General Fund Expenses:
Total Fire Dept. Fund Expenses:
Total WRT Fund Expenses:
Total Expenses:
•

Treasurer’s Report as of January 31, 2019:
General Fund:
Total Fire Dept. Fund:
Total WRT Fund:
Total Fund Current Assets:

•

$47,933.05
$13,995.84
$82.15
$62,011.04

$1,420,850.65
$317,010.56
$2,488.34
$1,740,349.55

Budget Amendment

Discussion: None
Roll call vote: Motion carried unanimously
Reports
Sheriff’s Department (see attached)
Report presented by Sargent Sullivan. He was pleased to note there hasn’t been any pattern of
break-ins which is common this time of year. Clerk Vite asked the officer his opinion of the
effectiveness of home security systems. “Dogs are probably the most effective.” Audible alarms
are also very effective – especially in rural locations. However, the reality is that with few patrols
in south county and the time to respond, criminals may be in and out before police arrive.

Fire Department (see attached)
Chief Knisely submitted the February 2019 monthly Fire Department report. Officer Tyler
Knisely is going after a grant for new nozzles.
Bertrand Township General Fund Budget Hearing
Supervisor Hicks called the budget hearing to order at 7:15 p.m.
Supervisor Hicks presented the tentative 2019/2020 General Fund budget. The revenues and
expenditures are as follows:
• General Fund:
$699,765.00
• West River Terrace:
$869.00
• SMCAS
$32,020.00
State Revenue Sharing is projected to be $229,870. Road construction expenses are budgeted at
$165,850.
A proposed 3% pay increase for hourly and regular employees, which are:
• Administrative Assistant
• Board Members
• Deputies
• Assessor
• Zoning Administrator
Election inspector pay will increase to $15/hr and $15.50/hr for the Election Chairperson(s).
Refer to the February 2, 2019 Budget Planning Workshop Minutes for various other budget
items.
Discussion: Trustee Zelmer feels there is a growing disparity between officer pay and trustee
pay that the across-the-board adjustment doesn’t address. While there has been no board member
pay increase since 2012, he recalled that the then board officers gave disproportionate increases
to themselves vs the trustees when they chose to take a salary instead of health insurance. This
board agreed to look closer at pay scales for trustees before next month.
With no questions from the public, the hearing was closed at 7:30 p.m.
Fire Assessment District Budget Hearing
Supervisor Hicks called the budget hearing to order at 7:47 p.m.
Chief Knisely presented the tentative 2019/2020 budget at $204,975.00. Millage for general
operations will be 1.526 mills.
The Fire Chief, Assistant Chief, and Officers will receive 3% pay increases.
Fire Call hourly rates will increase for certified firefighters as follows:
• $16.00 – Fire Calls
• $15.00 – Work Detail
• $16.00 – Training
• $15.00 – Meetings
• Candidate pay remains at $10 across the board
Refer to the February 2, 2019 Budget Planning Workshop Minutes for various projected
customary expenses budgeted.

With no questions from the public, the hearing was closed at 7:50 p.m.
SMCAS (see attached)
Chief Knisely submitted a written report.
• Director Brian Scribner is looking to update their operator software as the current
software is not meeting their needs.
SE Berrien County Landfill
Treasurer Kuhn and Trustee Zelmer gave a verbal report.
• SBR is up and running – the switchover was no problem.
Sexton
None
Planning Commission
See Chairman Mark Wagner report under New Business.
NATS
Niles is getting a Culvers restaurant. M-51 upgrade projected for this spring.
Public Comments
Rhonda Hicks read from the 2012 board minutes re: the board’s decision to forego health
insurance and receive the “difference” as pay instead.
Chief Knisely informed the board there will be a webinar from Foster Swift on 2/20 on how
CBD oil, becoming more common and popular for pain relief, etc. may potentially show up on
workplace drug tests. Sarah Senica will be presenting a similar topic on 3/11 to Fire Dept.
personnel.
Unfinished Business
None
New Business
1. Planning Commission Annual Report – Mark Wagner (see attachment)
PC Chairman Mark Wagner presented the 2018 Annual Report and gave a verbal synopsis of
the busy year the Planning Commission had, culminating with the Master Plan Approved
Update. He congratulated and acknowledged the hard work of each of the members of the
commission.
2. LMC Summer Tax Collection
Motion made by Zelmer, supported by Payton to permit Treasurer Kuhn to collect Lake
Michigan College’s summer tax for a fee of $2.75/parcel.
Voice vote: Motion carried unanimously
3. Master Plan Update Resolution #190214A
Motion made by Vite, supported by Zelmer to approve Resolution #190214A – Master Plan
Update.

Discussion: Treasurer Kuhn said the Land Use Map needs to be updated. Chairman Wagner
confirmed the Planning Commission is having new maps made.
Roll call vote: Motion carried unanimously
Public Comments
None.
Board Member Comments
Supervisor Hicks said he’s working with the township’s attorney in developing a new
contract for the Assessor.
Communications
1. Board of Review dates set for March 11 and March 13.
Miscellaneous / Announcements / Schedule
• The next regular township board meeting will be Thursday, March 14, 2019, at 7:00 p.m.
With no further discussion, motion by Hicks to adjourn at 8:29 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Don Vite
Bertrand Township Clerk

February 21, 2019
Dated

